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Churches Coping With COVID-19

by Edward O. Bragwell, Sr. others. No one is quick to criticize
their position.

What we have with Covid-19 is different in that not
just a few, but every member has the problem of
attending to his own ailments while avoiding
spreading germs to others. The net result being

That the last few weeks have been a
nightmare is an understatement. Everyone, in one way
or the other, has been affected by Covid-19. Lives are
being affected in ways our generation has never known.
In addition to all the others, local churches of Christ are
wrestling with ways to cope. How can we meet our re-
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sponsibility to assemble and at the same time be in

compliance with God’s will and the orders of the powers

that be?

May | be so forward as to offer a few thoughts on the
subject, especially the matter of not being able to as-
semble with fellow saints and our need to honor the

government’s need to protect its citizens. We read sug-

gestions that since we should “obey God rather than

that in order to avoid the virus and giving it others,
they keep their distance — all recognized for years
as prudent steps.

A few congregations are small enough and their
meeting house large enough to spread families out
keeping the required 6 feet distance with little prob-
lem - power to them for not having to dismiss previ-
ously scheduled assembilies. It takes a little extra

The Lord’s Supper or a Marathon?

By Larry Rouse

On the night of His betrayal and in
the very shadow of the cross itself,
Jesus called his disciples together
and expressed a strong desire of His
Thoughts to Ponder | heart. “Then He said to them, “With

One thing is for sure, your
decision makes a statement.

man” that we should simply ignore orders from govern-
ments and assemble anyway. We also read criticism of
those who may have dismissed assemblies during this
crisis.

work, but can be done.

On the other hand, larger groups cannot follow that
course. They simply need to exercise the patience
to keep their distance from one another, communi-
cating the best they can while waiting and praying
for things to return to where coming together is one
place (1 Cor. 11:20; 14:23) is again feasible.

The more public that decision
means the more public your
statement is. Let this be what
you proclaim “For as often as
you eat this bread and drink
this cup, you proclaim the
Lord’s death till He comes.”

fervent desire | have desired to eat
For a;.ofl’;en aas yodu this Passover with you before | suf-
eat this bread an fer; or | say to you, | will no longer
drink this cup, you | eat of it until it is fulfilled in the king-
proclaim the Lord’s

In “normal” times we have a smaller scale version of dom of God.” (Luke 22:15-16) What
this situation. On any given Sunday, we announce that .
some of our members have a “bug” and are at home. death till He comes.

They seem to show improvement, but are still staying in

made this particular Passover so
important was that Jesus Himself

, . Let us all keep cool heads, show patience, (1 Cor. 11:26) | would become the fulfillment of the o T
because they are still rr]nay tgl_ehcontaglous and do not demonstrate love and exercise reasonable- Passover lamb the very next day as (I Corinthians 11:26)
want to spread it to others. They are even commended ¢ during these trying times. Above all He would shed his blood for our sal-
for their concern, not only for their health, but that of keep the faith. u vation. Also, all disciples in every
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generation, would remember this
event with Jesus as they partake of
the Lord’s Supper in the kingdom of My bl
God. When Jesus instituted this sup- drink it, in remembrance of Me.
per after partaking of the Passover, (1 Corinthians 11:23-25)

He was giving instructions that all

saying, “This cup is the new covenant
in My blood. This do, as often as you

Elders
Stacy Norman
(334) 663-2382

Walker Davis The occasion was a very serious one.
(334) 703-0050 who would everl love the Lord would Those who partake of this supper
Larry Rouse also observe this supper with a without a heart attuned to the mean-
(334) 734-2133 strong fervor. ing of Jesus’ death and the great com-
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He also took the cup after supper, (Continued on page 2)

larryrouse@aubeacon.com
Larry Rouse

Evangelist and Editor Find us on the Internet: www.auchurch.com and www.aubeacon.com




PAGE 2 THE AUBURN BEACON

VOLUME 11, ISSUE 30

(Continued from page 1)

Lord. But let a man examine himself, and so let
him eat of the bread and drink of the cup. For he
who eats and drinks in an unworthy manner eats
and drinks judgment to himself, not discerning
the Lord’s body” (1 Corinthians 11:27-29). You
can also show this irreverence in choosing not to
attend.

The early church, through the instructions of the
Apostles, made the Lord’s Supper a centerpiece
of their worship. On the Day of Pentecost, after
Peter had preached the gospel and 3,000 were
baptized, we read about the careful instruction
these new disciples were given. “They were con-
tinually devoting themselves to the apostles’
teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of
bread and to prayer.” (Acts 2:42)

When the apostle Paul came to Troas, he met
with the church there on the first day of the week
and partook of the Lord’s Supper with them.
“Now on the first day of the week, when the disci-
ples came together to break bread, Paul, ready
to depart the next day, spoke to them and contin-
ued his message until midnight.” (Acts 20:7)
Sunday, the first day of the week, is the day that
Jesus was raised from the dead, the day that the
Lord’s Church was established (Acts 2), and is
the day that early Christians assembled to re-
member our Lord in this supper. As a Christian,
when the first day of the week comes around,
one should make plans and will give diligence to
be with fellow Christians to remember our Lord.

How should we as Christians treat other events
that would cause us to miss an assembly with
Christians? Let me share with you a story. In the
summer of 2001 | attended a very public news
conference in downtown Birmingham where it
was announced that a new Marathon was to be
held in my hometown, the Mercedes Marathon.
Running is my favorite sport and | had always
wanted to be able to run a marathon in Birming-
ham but was unable to, since in the past, previ-
ous marathons were run on Sunday. | ap-
proached the man who would be in charge of the
event and asked him on what day would the mar-
athon be held. He replied that it would always be
on a Sunday in February. My heart dropped and |
knew that any future marathons for me would
have to be in another town on a Saturday.

Did | make the right decision?
| have always believed that in serving the Lord, the

priorities in my life are shown in decisions like these.

In the Sunday morning assembly | am not only
meeting with the saints for my edification, but the

Lord Himself is there as well. He is the unseen pres-

ence when | sing, pray and partake of that sacred
supper. Could | miss this occasion to participate in
any sporting event? | cannot imagine any faithful

Christian allowing worldly things like these to take a

greater priority.
In the early 1980’s there was a movie called

“Chariots of Fire” that depicted a true story of a man
who qualified to run in the Olympics, but discovered
on the boat to the event that he would have to run a

race on a Sunday. Under enormous pressure and
public scrutiny, He refused to participate. While his

reasoning that “Sunday is the Sabbath” was wrong, |

did agree that his stand was correct. The world did
not understand his stand and subjected him to ridi-

cule and scorn, but those today who understand the

nature of faith can identify with his stand.

Are those who wear the name of Christ today be-
coming ashamed of such a stand?

It is becoming more common to hear of Christians
missing “just one service” to participate in local rac-
es, soccer games and other voluntary events.
Sometimes they are raising money for a worthy
cause and sometimes they are there to be with
friends. Often family members and friends are invit-
ed to watch the game or assist in some other way.
Those who are raising money often have websites,
e-mails and handouts proclaiming what they are
doing in advance and asking those to contribute
money and to be in partnership with them.

Could not these things be done on another day?
Going to another city to run a race on another day,

or simply asking friends to donate to the cause with-
out running the event are easy solutions among oth-

ers. Our Children need to be taught the importance
of priorities and miss games that conflict with the
“Lord’s team.”

One thing is for sure, your decision makes a state-
ment. The more public that decision means the
more public your statement is. Let this be what you
proclaim “For as often as you eat this bread -
and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s

death till He comes.” (1 Corinthians 11:26)
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Are We Trusting God or Testing God?
By Doy Moyer

Then the devil took him to the holy
city and set him on the pinnacle of
the temple and said to him, “If you
are the Son of God, throw yourself
down, for it is written, ‘He will com-
mand his angels concerning you,’
and ‘On their hands they will bear
you up, lest you strike your foot
against a stone.”

Jesus said to him, “Again it is writ-
ten, “You shall not put the Lord
your God to the test.” (Matt 4:5-7)

Jesus quotes from Deuteronomy
6:16, where Moses is recounting
the struggles of the children of
Israel as they came out of Egypt
and began to murmur and complain about not having
water. They were not trusting God to take care of them,
but instead tested God to try to force His hand. These
two ideas tend to run counter to each other: if we are not
trusting God, we will likely be testing Him. If we are not
submitting to God, we may indeed be trying to manipu-
late Him to do what we want.

Jesus applied this principle to the situation He was fac-
ing. In the case of the devil tempting Him, it was not
about wanting water and thinking to go back to Egypt; it
was about whether or not God would keep Jesus from
harm if He jumped off the pinnacle of the temple. The
principle was the same, and it had to do with how He
would handle a test of His own. The devil even quoted
Scripture to make his case (just because Scripture is
used is no guarantee it is being applied correctly).

Testing God can happen in a number of ways. We might
be testing whether or not God will keep us safe in a cer-
tain circumstance, so we put ourselves in unnecessary
danger. We might wonder if God will provide for us in
some way, so we purposefully refuse to make reasona-
ble provisions. We can even be testing God through our
constant worries about daily provisions (see Matt 6:24-
33).

The open door for testing God appears to be when we
ourselves are tested, tempted, and perhaps frustrated. If
we get sick, for example, and are tempted to give up,
how will we handle that? Will we shake a fist at God and
think that if He really loves us He will make it go away?
Will we put ourselves in His hands and rest on the notion
that this situation may be a way to glorify God and influ-
ence others for good?

Trusting God does not mean
that we do not need to plan,
make provisions for the future,
or take precautions in dangerous
situations. It does mean that we

do the best we can with what
we have in line with what we
know to be His will, make -7).
appropriate provisions, then not

worry about it.

Trusting God does not mean that
we do not need to plan, make pro-
visions for the future, or take pre-
cautions in dangerous situations. It
does mean that we do the best we
can with what we have in line with
what we know to be His will, make
appropriate provisions, then not
worry about it. We know that in
whatever happens, He will take
care of us (cf. 1 Pet 5:5-6; Phil 4:4

There were times when God’s peo-
ple were at serious risk. Daniel
trusted God when threatened con-
cerning his prayer life. Daniel’s

0d under threat of being cast into a
furnace Paul trusted God under threat of imprisonment
and death. There are multiple examples. They were not
throwing caution to the wind, but they were ready to
suffer for the Lord.

Motivation is a key. Am | just trying to make some
point, or am | truly trying to glorify God and show my
love for others? Am | trying to bring attention to myself,
or am | really pointing others to the Lord because | care
about them? Am | testing whether God will do some-
thing for me in the time-frame | desire, or am | trusting
that God will work things out in His own time and in His
own way? Am | demanding some kind of sign to ap-
pear just as | say, or am | content to know that God is
able to do far more abundantly beyond anything | can
ask or think (Eph 3:20)?

My faith must not be conditioned so that it is strong
only when things go the way that | think they ought to
go. Instead, | must trust God no matter what the cir-
cumstances of life may bring. In the end, if | trust Him, |
know that He will make it work out in the best possible
way. For those who love Him and seek His will, He
makes things work for the good, even when what is
happening is not what we might prefer (cf. Rom 8:28).
Suffering for the cause of Christ is included (cf. 1 Pet
4:1; Phil 3:10).

When Paul faced particularly dangerous circumstanc-
es, he considered himself delivered by God “from the
lion’s mouth.” Yet he also saw that there was ultimate
deliverance coming: “The Lord will rescue me from
every evil deed and bring me safely into his heav- =
enly kingdom. To him be the glory forever and ev-

er. Amen.” (2 Tim 4:18) u




