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“Christ Jesus came into the world to
save sinners, of whom | am chief. How-
ever, for this reason | obtained mercy, that in me first Jesus
Christ might show all longsuffering, as a pattern to those
who are going to believe on Him for everlasting life” (1 Timo-
thy 1:15,16).

Under the influence of the gospel, Saul became a radically
different man. The change was not superficial or temporary;
it was deep and lasting. And later, writing now as Paul the
apostle, he could offer himself as an example to prove just
how sinful a person can be and still be saved by the gospel:
“ obtained mercy, that in me first Jesus Christ might show all
longsuffering, as a pattern to those who are going to believe
on Him for everlasting life.” If the prosecutor’s charge is that
a truly wicked person can never change, Paul is “Exhibit A”
to the contrary. He is a courage-giving example to anyone
who has ever worried that they might be a hopeless case or
a lost cause.

Most people, if they’re honest, know what it’s like to struggle
with deeply ingrained character flaws. As we struggle to
remove these flaws, we become frustrated. In time, we may
come to doubt that real change is even possible. Sometimes
we start thinking that way because we’ve been influenced by

a determinism which says that at birth
we are already “determined” — i.e.,
whatever we are, that's what we’ll always be. At other
times, we may be plagued with a victim mentality. We
see ourselves as the victims of circumstances and influ-
ences that are more than we can handle.

My suspicion, however, is that most of the time our
problem is just plain discouragement. The devil fights
against us with a war of attrition; he keeps coming
back, coming back, and coming back, trying to wear us
down. After a while, our cause looks like it’s lost.

But the great hope of the gospel is that, while life lasts,
none of us is a lost cause. Our defeats need not be
final. Our failures need not be fatal. Real change for the
better is always possible.

Whoever you are, my friend, believe this: your wreck-
age can be repaired. If God can turn a fire-breathing,
murderous Pharisee into the great apostle of grace, he
can surely help you get pointed in the right direc-

tion. Your fate is not fixed, and you’re not just a

victim. You are a living person capable of great
growth.

Classes This Week

Thursday 8:00 PM
Truthseekers Room 2107
student center

Saturday 6:30-8 :30 PM

Grades 6-12 at Bryce Daniels
home 6:30-8:30

Saturday 6-8 PM
Grades |-5: Pender's home 6-8
p-m.

Monday 8:00 PM

College study on Romans, Craw-
ford's

Monday 7:00 PM
Ladies' class at Sarah Dickin-
son's, "Heaven"
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Thoughts to Ponder
God is faithful, who will
not allow you to be
tempted beyond what
you are able, but with
the temptation will pro-
vide the way of escape
also, that you may be
able to endure it.

(1 Corinthians 10:13)
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Choices
By Jeffery Kingry

A wise man once said, "A man's
character is the sum of all the
decisions he has made in his
life." When we discuss charac-
ter, and what makes people
what they are, we overlook this
simple fact. Have you ever won-
dered why some people are
nothing while folks from the
same background somehow
turn out to be just the opposite. |
believe the answer lies not in
man's environment or his genet-
ic makeup, but in each man
himself.

But the loss and sorrow he
saw years later when his
substance was destroyed, his
wife dead, his sons and
daughters gone, his youngest

daughters corrupted and

pregnant through incest,
started when he made that
first selfish decision to take

the "best part" from Abraham.

guarded on all sides by the pins
of destiny. The "way" into the cup
was barely large enough for the
steel ball to pass. It would be no
accident if the ball went in. We
used to sit for hours, fascinated
with the infinite variety of ways

When | was a child a next door
neighbor had a Japanese
"pinball" machine. A lever was
cocked and released and a
small steel ball the size of a pea
was launched up in the air to _
come clattering down, bouncing the ball would find to bounce

and Careening off hundreds of dOWI’l. On the I’all’e OCC.aS|On that
little pins that changed the direc- the ball would hit the "jackpot”
tion of the ball-till finally it came ~ Cup, we would painstakingly try to
to rest in one of several cups recreate the way that we had
placed about the interior of the ~ done it.

machine. The object of the
game was to hit the "jackpot”
cup: the hardest cup to reach,
right in the middle of the board,

In a way, this is how life is. Only it
is not the law of probability that

(Continued on page 2)
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(Continued from page 1)

determines whether we reach the "jackpot,”
but the either-or choices we make day by
day. The response we make to each deci-
sion we must make determines which way
we are going to "bounce." Every soul re-
ceives the same initial shot into the arena
of life. All are confronted with the same
"pins of destiny": decisions that must be
made. Life is lived a second at a time. Eve-
ry man is confronted with choices-the re-
sponses of man to those choices makes
him what he is. "Lot chose him all the
plains of Jordan" (Gen. 13:11). Lot's char-
acter was not fully formed when he stood
with his uncle surveying the land seeking to
make a choice where to pitch his tents. But
the loss and sorrow he saw years later
when his substance was destroyed, his
wife dead, his sons and daughters gone,
his youngest daughters corrupted and
pregnant through incest, started when he
made that first selfish decision to take the
"best part" from Abraham. He chose the
plain-he chose to pitch his tent towards
Sodom-he chose to live in Sodom. Lot's
character developed in the opposite direc-
tion of Abraham.

Joshua knew the power of the right choice
in determining character, "Choose you this
day whom ye will serve" (Josh. 24:15)! Our
day by day choices make us what we are.
So often we see a young person who walks
the edge of what is right. She begins to
wear her skirt shorter, her makeup thicker,
her sweater tighter. The choices are made,
the character is formed and before long
she is lost to the Lord and her-family. Any
who have eyes to see have witnessed it.
The young man who is silently sullen, who
uses "little deceits" to conceal his actions
from those who might rebuke him. His par-
ents and brethren might jokingly chide him
about his long hair or the hickey on his

neck. They are hurt and wonder "why?" when
he grows to be a man that has no use for mo-
rality or godly living.

Responsibility Is Respond-Abiiity

Jay Adams in his book Competent To Coun-
sel noted, "What is responsibility? Responsi-
bility is the ability to respond as God says
man should respond to every life situation, in
spite of difficulties." God declares that every
man will be judged according to his deeds
whether they be good or evil. This implies re-
spond-ability in man. Man cannot approach
God with his sins and seek to justify them by
minimizing them, by imputing them to others,
by blaming environment or circumstances.
Man is responsible. He doesn't have to sin.
Every man has the ability to make right choic-
es according to God's word. "There hath no
temptation taken you but such is common to
man: But God is faithful, who will not suffer
you to be tempted above that ye are able: but
will with the temptation also make a way to
escape, that ye may be able to bear it" (1 Cor.
10:13).

Each time we make a decision to do evil we
step away from God and bend our character
in the direction of Satan. Very many steps in
the wrong direction produces a character
more like the Devil than God. In the church we
see brethren that ignore such passages as
Matt. 5:23, 24 and Matt. 18:11-17 and let
their brethren die in sin. The responsible
Christian goes to his brother to change his
behavior. Brethren who ignore sin in their own
lives or the lives of others will reap the eternal
consequences. What we are, and what we will
be is determined by the choices we make
now. Do we stand with God, or do we stand
alone. What is your choice?
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Soul Nourishment

By Irvin Himmel

Few of us miss feeding our
bodies three times daily.
Sometimes we slip in snacks
between meals, and we usual-
ly register no objection to an
extra big feed now and then,
such as a holiday dinner or
supper at the house of a rela-
tive. In most households moth-
er has no problem getting the
attention of the rest of the fam-
ily when she announces that
the food is on the table.

The soul, like the body, needs
food. But a lot of us have starved ourselves spirit-
ually while overeating physically. Some expect the
Sunday morning diet to provide them with ade-
quate spiritual nourishment for a whole week. Oth-
ers come back on Sunday evening for another
spiritual feed, and some return on Wednesday
evening for a mid-week feed. Of course, there are
a few who take time each day to feed on the good
word of God at home.

Alas! it is no wonder that some are weak and sick-
ly. It is no marvel that they are beset with various
spiritual ailments. Their malnutrition has made
them susceptible to many diseases, and they
have lost their appetite. They are too feeble and
sickly to come in time for Sunday 'morning Bible
classes, and in some cases the food distributed at
the worship hour is too rich for their stomachs! If
fed at all, they must be fed from a bottle!

Paul found some brethren like these in his day. He
wrote, "And |, brethren, could not speak unto you
as unto spiritual, but as unto carnal, even as unto
babes in Christ. | have fed you with milk, and not
with meat: for hitherto ye were not able to bear it,
neither yet now are ye able" (1 Cor. 3:1-2). Again
he wrote, "For when for the time ye ought to be
teachers, ye have need that one teach you again
which be the first principles of the oracles of God;
and are become such as have need of milk, and
not of strong meat. For every one that useth milk

Their malnutrition has made
them susceptible to many
diseases, and they have lost their
appetite. They are too feeble and
sickly to come in time for
Sunday 'morning Bible classes,

is unskillful in the word of right-
eousness: for he is a babe.
But strong meat belongeth to
them that are of full age, even
those who by reason of use
have their senses exercised to
discern both good and

evil" (Heb. 5:12-14).

and in some cases the food
distributed at the worship hour
is too rich for their stomachs! If
fed at all, they must be fed from

a bottle!

Spiritual growth and develop-
ment necessitate wholesome
spiritual food. To be, spiritually
healthy we must keep the soul
supplied with sound doctrine.
Classes, sermons, and study
periods are, but spiritual meal
times. When the family of God come together for
a spiritual feast, are you as anxious to join them
as you are to get to the dining table at home?
Which has priority with you-feeding the body or
feeding the soul? Have you ever missed a meal
for the physical man in order to feed the spiritual
man? | have noticed that some folks get in a hur-
ry to end the Sunday morning spiritual feast so
they can run home and feed the body.

Jesus said, "Labor not for the meat which per-
isheth, but for that meat which endureth unto
everlasting life . . . ." (John 6:26). Again he said,
"l am the living bread which came down from
heaven: if any man eat of this bread, he shall live
for ever . .." (John 6:51). We are partaking of
Christ as the bread of life when we read, study,
and digest his words. ". . . The words that | speak
unto you, they are spirit, and they are life" (John
6:63). When Christ's words are received through
study and digested by belief, meditation, and
obedience, the soul is built up.

We urge you to give more consideration to the
needs of the spiritual man within you. May God
grant you, "according to the riches of his glory, to
be strengthened with might by his Spirit in the

inner man" (Eph. 3:16).
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