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dost endure, And all of them will wear out like a
garment. . . but Thou art the same, and Thy
years will not come to an end" (Psa. 102:25-
27).

God had no beginning nor does he have an
ending. Children sometimes ask the question,
"Who made God?" The answer is that God did
not need to be made because there was never
a time in which he did not already exist. He will
never cease to be, nor will he ever cease to be
what he already is, He is deserving of our trust
because "The eternal God is thy refuge, and
underneath are the everlasting arms" (Deut.
33:27).

God's Character Does Not Change

"And God said to Moses, 'l AM WHO | AM' and
He said, 'Thus you shall say to the children of
Israel, 'l AM has sent me to you™ (Exod. 3:14).

In the course of human life, events may alter
the character of a man. There are things that
happen to us that can change us forever. For
example, a trusting soul may become cynical
when he has been betrayed. But nothing like
this happens to the Creator. He will never be-
come less fair, honest, truthful, or good than
perfection will allow. The character of God to-
day is exactly as it was in Bible times, and as it
will be long after this world ceases to be. Even
the name "Jehovah " or "I AM" bears out the
eternal changelessness of God. The New Tes-
tament describes God as "the Father of lights,
with Whom there is no variation, or shifting
shadow" (Jas. 1:17).

God's Purpose Does Not Change

"And the Glory of Israel will not lie or change
His mind; for He is not a man that He should
change His mind" (1 Sam. 15:29). God does
not alter his purpose. He does not go half-way
into a job, then realize that he has made a mis-
take and repent. All his plans are based upon
perfect wisdom and knowledge so he never has
to! Nothing can take God by surprise. If he were
painting a room he would not paint himself into
a corner.

The Psalmist declared, "The counsel of the
Lord stands forever, the thoughts of His heart to

all generations" (Psa. 33:11). Some may wonder
about a few passages which seem to indicate that
God does repent (Gen. 6:6; 1 Sam. 15:11; Jon. 3:
10; etc.). However, it must be understood that
none of these suggest a change in his eternal pur-
pose, nor do they suggest that God was taken by
surprise. They are cases of God's reversal of his
prior treatment of an individual or group because
the people had changed. If a people grew increas-
ingly wicked, then God's treatment of them
changed from what it was before. If a people re-
pented and sought forgiveness, then God would
bless instead of punish.

God's Son Does Not Change

"Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, yes
and forever" (Heb. 13:8). Jesus loves us as much
today as he did on the road to Calvary. There is a
story of someone asking him, "How much do you
love me?" Jesus answered, "This much " and he
stretched his arms out wide, and died. Certainly
the qift Jesus has given us shows us that his love
is eternal. His death proves that his love is undy-
ing. Jesus is "the Living One, and | was dead, and
behold, | am alive forevermore" (Rev. 1:18). Jesus
is "able to save forever those who draw near to
God through Him, since He always lives to make
intercession for them" (Heb. 7:25). He is our abso-
lutely trustworthy friend. What a friend we have in
Jesus!

Conclusion

What is the difference between our relationship
with God and those in Bible times? We worship the
same God, not a new one. His character remains
the same, we can know what he is like now by ob-
serving what he was like then. His purposes re-
main unchanged. The Messiah we accept is the
same Son of God who they looked for, welcomed,
and accepted.

We may live in a different age. We may rejoice that
we live under a new covenant. We may have a
complete written revelation and therefore a more
accurate picture of God's eternal purpose, charac-
ter and nature. But God remains the same. By all
means, place your eternal spirit in his hands.
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The Lord My Shepherd Is

By Dee Bowman

The entire meaning of service to
Christ is understood in whether
or not we follow Him. His is our
leader, the One we must fol-
low. In the 10th chapter of
John’s gospel, verses 1-16,
there is a beautiful picture of
what is involved in following
Christ. It is shown by compar-
ing Christ—our Leader—to the
Palestinian shepherd.

The main part of Judea is a
central plateau region, stretch-

to Hebron, and is about 11
miles wide. The soil in this area
is shallow, rocky and the weath-
er of the semi-arid variety. Itis
more a pastoral than an agricultural region, and so is
far more suited for sheep and goats than for crops of
cotton, corn, or grains. At the time of Jesus’ parable
the shepherd was a central figure in the Jewish econo-
my and, as such, was a familiar sight in the uplands of
Judea.

The shepherd’s duties were almost never-ending ones
and were performed in both summer and winter, re-
gardless of the inclemency of the weather. There was
also the ever-present danger of thieves (who “crept in
unaware” and stole), robbers (who took the sheep by
force), and the ravenous wild animals who invaded the
flock and took their toll also.

To be a good shepherd required courage, vigilance,
patience, and above all, and abiding love for the flock.

The shepherd became so intimately acquainted with
his sheep that he called them by name. Contrary to
some areas, the Palestinians raised sheep primarily for
wool, not for meat. Such being the case, the sheep
stayed with the shepherd for sometimes a number of
years. They came to know the voice of their leader
and would respond to no other. In fact, when a
stranger spoke to them they would oftentimes bolt off in
alarm and scatter around until such a time as their own
master’s voice brought them back together

again. They knew His voice.

The sheep were totally dependent on the shep-
herd. Sheep, you know, are led, not driven. It is to the
shepherd they looked for food, for it is his responsibility

Notice how He is imminently
qualified to wear such a
title. Notice His love, His
watchful care of us, His voice
sounding out to us. Notice
how He constantly feeds and
nurtures us. Notice His loving
chastisement, as He causes
each of us to “pass under the

ing about 35 miles from Bethel rod.”

to “pastor” (cf. “pasture’)

them. Without his leadership
and provisions, the flock would
become scattered divided, sickly,
and separated. His provisions
also included the sheep fold in
which there was protection, safe-
ty and security.

Furthermore, the shepherd care-
fully and lovingly looked after his
sheep. He became constantly
concerned and interested in their
welfare. Each day the sheep
had to “pass under the

rod” (Cf. Ezekiel 20:37) as they
entered the sheep fold. At that
time each sheep was carefully
examined to ascertain whether or
not injury or harm had been sustained during that
day’s activities.

The sheep were constantly chastised by the shep-
herd. He would call sharply to them from time to

time. This did two things. First, it kept them together
in the same general area and prevented them from
absent-minded straying to some place where harm
might come to them. Secondly, it reassured them of
the continued presence of their leader, this giving
them confidence. In this way, they learned to put their
complete trust in him.

Now that we have given the antecedency to the occa-
sion of John’s account, turn and read again John
10:1-16.

What a picture! How true it is that Jesus Christ is the
true Shepherd! Notice how He is imminently qualified
to wear such a title. Notice His love, His watchful
care of us, His voice sounding out to us. Notice how
He constantly feeds and nurtures us. Notice His lov-
ing chastisement, as He causes each of us to “pass
under the rod.”

Yes, He is the True Shepherd of our souls (Matthew
8:11-12: Mark 14:27; | Peter 2:25; Hebrews 12:20-
21). ltis by His voice that we are directed, fed, cor-
rected, assured.

“The Lord is my shepherd; | shall not want. He
maketh me to lie down in green pastures; He
leadeth me beside the still waters...”




