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Things Saul Saw While Blind

While Saul of Tarsus was on the
road to Damascus, he was blinded
by a light from heaven (Acts 9:1-9). During the time
that Saul was blind, he saw a number of things that
most people today don't see. Let's notice three things
that Saul saw while blind.

1) That One Can Live In All Good Conscience
And Be In Error. The trend in religion today seems
to be, “just let your conscience be your guide.” Saul
of Tarsus was guided by his conscience, but he was
guided into error. Saul was a man who “made havoc
of the church, entering into every house, and hailing
men and women committed them to prison” (Acts
8:3). Tell Me Saul, did your conscience bother you
while you persecuted the church? Saul said, “I have
lived in all good conscience before God until this
day” (Acts 23:1). Many today may live in all good
conscience in religious matters, but still be engaged
in religious error.

2) That A Person Can Be Zealous In His Religion
And Be Wrong. Saul revealed to the Galatians that
he was a religious man (Gal. 1:13). But Saul was
not your ordinary religious man. He was zealous in
his religion! In Acts 22:3, Saul testified that he was
“zealous toward God.” Furthermore, he announced
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to the brethren in Galatia, that he
was “exceedingly zealous” (Gal.
1:14). The Bible teaches that zeal is essential if
one is to please God (Tit. 2:14). Yet, some to-
day may be in the same condition that Saul was
in—“concerning zeal, persecuting the

church” (Phil. 3:6). It takes more than just being
zealous to be pleasing to God!

3) What A Man Must Do To Have His Sins
Washed Away. While Saul lay trembling on the
earth, he asked, “Lord, what wilt thou have me to
do?” The Lord answered, “Arise, and go into the
city, and it shall be told thee what thou must

do” (Acts 9:6). It must be recognized that what-
ever Saul was told to do, in the city, that it was
imperative if he was to have his sins washed
away. Saul was told, “And now why tarriest
thou? arise, and be baptized, and wash away
thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord” (Acts
22:16). Saul, while blind, saw that in order to
have his sins washed away, he had to be bap-
tized.

Saul of Tarsus saw these things while
blind. Can you see them?
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Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good
works and glorify your Father in heaven. (Matthew 5:16)
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News and Notes

- Group meetings will be tonight!

- Anna Price remains in ICU in the
Huntsville hospital where she is battling
pneumonia.

- Please remember Gustavo More-
no, whose father passed away in Vene-
zuela on Thursday.

- Please continue to pray for Jeremi-
ah Johnson's cousin's baby son, Alexan-
der Locke.

- Please pray for Toni Herd's niece,
Amber, who is in the hospital in Mont-
gomery with headaches.

- Please pray for our expectant
mothers: Paula Davis and Xiang Li.

- Abbie Harrison will undergo a
series of surgeries/procedures to cor-
rect her knee in the coming months,
beginning in July.

- Toni Herd is recovering at home!
- All audio is posted to
www.auchurch.com
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Thoughts to Ponder

In the day that you
stood on the other side
- In the day that
strangers carried cap-
tive his forces, When
foreigners entered his
gates And cast lots for
Jerusalem -- Even you
were as one of them.

(Obadiah I1)
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When Good Men Do Nothing

By Wayne Greeson

“All that is necessary for the triumph of
evil is that good men do nothing.” - Ed-
mund Burke

So much of the history of the struggle
between good and evil can be ex-
plained by Edmund Burke's observa-
tion. Time and again those who profess
to be good seem to clearly outnumber
those who are evil, yet those who are
evil seem to prevail far to often. Seldom
is it the numbers that determine the
outcome, but whether those who claim
to be good men are willing to stand up
and fight for what they know to be right.
There are numerous examples of this
sad and awful scenario being played
out over and over again in the scrip-
tures.

When good men do nothing, they get
nothing good done. To be good, one
must do good. The Lord commands His
people to do good (Lk. 6:35; Eph.
2:10). Christ "gave himself for us, that
he might redeem us from | all iniquity,
and purify unto himself a peculiar peo-
ple, zealous of good works" (Tit. 2:14).

They Get Nothing Good Done

In the parable of the talents, Jesus de-
scribed a man who did nothing. When
he received his Lord's money, he "went
and digged in the earth, and hid his
Lord's money" (Mt. 25:18). When his
Lord returned, he returned to the Lord
just what he had been given (Mt.
25:25). Notice, the servant did not do
any outright evil, such as stealing the
money, but then neither did he do any-
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thing good. He did nothing and he got
nothing good accomplished. His Lord
condemned him as a "wicked and slothful
servant" (Mt. 25:26)

Jesus rebuked the church at Laodicea for
doing nothing. "I know thy works, that
thou art neither cold nor hot: | would thou
wert cold or hot. So then because thou art
lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, | will
spew thee out of my mouth. Because
thou sayest, | am rich, and increased with
goods, and have need of nothing; and
knowest not that thou art wretched, and
miserable, and poor, and blind, and na-
ked" (Rev. 3:15 17).

Too many Christians and too many
churches are do nothing. They are stand-
ing idly by, they are mere spectators.
They sit on the sidelines in stead of ac-
tively participating and working for the
good. If good wins, they join in the cele-
bration though they did nothing to pro-
duce the victory. If evil wins, they will
complain long and loud though their own
apathy helped produce the undesirable
result.

When Jesus found a fig tree with "nothing
thereon, but leaves only" he cursed the
tree and "presently the fig tree withered
away" (Mt. 21:19). What will he do with
those, who claim to be good and yet who
do nothing? John the Baptist warned,
"And now also the axe is laid unto

the root of the trees: therefore every tree
which bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn
down, and cast into the fire" (Mt. 3:10;
Jn. 15:2).

(Continued on page 2)
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(Continued from page 1)
They Help Evil To Triumph

When good men do nothing, evil triumphs. Evil, sin
and sinful men must be opposed. God commands
those who are good, not just to avoid evil but actively
oppose it.

Christians are to not only to "have no fellowship with
the unfruitful works of darkness, but (also) . . . re-
prove them" (Eph. 5:11). Those who do nothing
about sin and evil, help the sin and evil to prevail.
One who is silent when there are those around him in
sin becomes a partaker with them (Eph. 5:7).

In the days of Elijah, the silence of many had allowed
the evil of Ahab and Jezebel to prevail throughout the
land of Israel. "And Elijah came unto all the people,
and said, How long halt ye between two opinions? if
the LORD be God, follow him: but if Baal, then follow
him. And the people answered him not a word"

(1 Kgs 18:21). The silence of the people spoke vol-
umes of their indecisiveness and inaction. Their fail-
ure to stand up, speak up and speak out and permit-
ted evil men to run rampant.

Jesus told of a traveler who was robbed and beaten
left him half dead. The men who did this were wicked
and did a very wicked thing. But the Levite and priest
allowed this evil to continue unanswered by doing
nothing but they each "passed by on the other

side" (Lk. 10:31-32). Fortunately for the traveler there
was one man who was willing to stand up for what
was right (Lk. 10:33-36).

Jesus warned "He that is not with me is against me;
and he that gathereth not with me scattereth abroad"
(Mt. 12:30). In the fight against evil there is no middle
ground, no gray area, no neutrality Those who are not
actively and vigorously working and fighting against
evil are helping evil to triumph.

They Are No Longer Good

When good men do nothing, they are no longer good.
Many have the mistaken notion that good is merely
the absence of doing that which is wrong. Not so!
One is good not merely because he does no evil, but
because he is actively working for what is good. "Let
him eschew evil, and do good" (1 Pet. 3:11). James
explained, "Therefore to him that knoweth to do good,
and doeth it not, to him it is sin" (Jas. 4:17).

The eldest of Israel, Reuben, knew his brothers' mur-
derous plot against their younger brother Joseph was
wrong. He started an attempt to deliver Joseph, but
as he hesitated and vacillated, the other brothers sold
Joseph into slavery. When Reuben heard what they

had done, he realized his failure to act had helped to
bring about this evil result.

Instead of correcting his error, Reuben sought to cover
his guilt by agreeing with his brothers to lie to their father
about Joseph's disappearance (Gen. 37:18-35). Reuben
had "good intentions" and he was not even present when
Joseph was sold into slavery, but he knew his inaction
and absence made him just as guilty as the rest of his
wicked brothers. This guilt continued to haunt him
through the years (Gen. 42:21-22).

The prophet Obadiah severely condemned the Edomites
for do nothing when evil was befalling their brethren, the
Jews. When Jerusalem was invaded by her enemies, the
Edomites "stood on the other side" doing nothing but
watching the slaughter as spectators. God said by their
failure to act and to help "even thou west as one of
them" (Obad. 11).

Today, there are preachers and Christians who fail and
refuse to meet the real foe, refute error and fight the ene-
my. Instead, they have turned to viciously savaging their
own brethren. They are filled with bitterness and hatred
and they maliciously attack, slander and misrepresent
other Christians and gospel preachers.

Paul warned about such men and behavior among those
professing to be Christians, "But if ye bite and devour
one another, take heed that ye be not consumed one of
another" (Gal. 5:15). Those who engage in such behav-
ior are spiritual cannibals.

While the conduct of these so called Christians is shame-
ful, what about those supposedly "good" men who do
nothing? Those stand on the other side and do nothing
but watch as their brothers are being slandered, slaugh-
tered and devoured, they cease being innocent bystand-
ers and idle spectators. Their failure to act not only al-
lows evil to triumph, but makes them just as guilty as the
spiritual cannibals they refuse to reprove and rebuke. In
God's words, "even thou west as one of them" (Obad.
11).

Conclusion

"Be not deceived; God is not mocked; for whatsoever a
man soweth, that shall he also reap" (Gal. 6:7). Those
who fail or refuse to do good in the face of evil are sow-
ing some dangerous seeds. They are do nothing good as
Jesus commanded them to do; they are helping evil to
triumph and they have ceased being good themselves
and they have become partakers of the evil they did
nothing to stop.

Do not allow evil to triumph. Do not do nothing.

Stand up and be counted, speak up against evil
and speak out against evil men and their sinful

deeds.

VOLUME 8, ISSUE 41

THE AUBURN BEACON PAGE 3

Three Views of Modesty

By Bill Hall

Three women face the
problem of modesty. All
three recognize the teach-
ing of I Tim 2:9, "In like
manner also, that women
adorn themselves in mod-
est apparel, with shamefac-
edness and sobriety; not
with broided hair, or gold, or
pearls, or costly array."
However, their attitudes to-
ward modest dress differ
considerably.

The first woman takes the "Where do you
draw the line?" view. If someone could draw
the line for her (at the knee? ankle? calf?)
and prove by the Bible that it was the line
separating modesty from immodesty, she
would abide by it (she says). But, meanwhile,
until someone comes up with the Bible line,
she wears what she wants to. If anyone ap-
proaches her about her immodesty, she justi-
fies herself with one question, "Where do you
draw the line?", followed by one observation,
"Grandma wore her dress at the ankles, you
know."

The second woman takes the "follow the
dress code" view. She has listened to ser-
mons on modesty, and has established for
herself a code of dress by which she lives
religiously: no shorts, no halters, no swim-
suits, skirt below the knee, high neck, etc.
She is a good woman and is to be commend-
ed for her conscientiousness, but it has never
"dawned" on her that a woman can dress by
her code and still be worldly, suggestive, and
immodest in appearance. She would be
shocked to learn that reasonable people con-
sider her to be immodest at times.

And is this not what | Tim 2:9
is teaching? The verse says
that we are to dress with
modesty, shamefacedness,

and sobriety. When we all
develop these three qualities
in our hearts, then -- and
only then -- will our

problems of dress vanish.

The third woman is con-
cerned about dress, but is
more concerned about the
character of which dress is
a reflection. Recognizing
Bible teaching concerning
purity and chastity, she has
become genuinely pure and
chaste, not only in conduct,
but in heart and disposition.
She is pure "through and
through," "inside out," and
her clothing reflects that
purity. Decency of dress is
not a mechanical, "follow the dress code"
type of thing with her. It is a natural out-
growth of her modesty from within. While
other sisters in Christ grope with | Tim 2:9,
and wonder why the Lord would be so re-
strictive in their dress, she sees that teach-
ing as being perfectly natural, an obvious
supplement to Bible teaching concerning
purity and chastity of heart and life.

Her dress reflects her character in other are-
as. Forinstance, she seeks to be lady-like
in heart and demeanor, and this attitude is
reflected in her dress. She remembers the
warnings in the scriptures concerning pride,
and has become truly "poor in spirit." This is
also reflected in her dress. Her dress in
every way is a true commentary on her char-
acter. One glance reveals that here is a
woman who is pure, lady-like, humble, and
genuine.

And is this not what I Tim 2:9 is teaching?
The verse says that we are to dress with
modesty, shamefacedness, and sobriety.
When we all develop these three quali-
ties in our hearts, then -- and only then --
will our problems of dress vanish.




