
ward at first to begin a spiritual con-
versation, and I think that Satan 

uses that to our demise every day. It can be a 
simple question that starts up a spiritual con-
versation: How has God blessed you today? 
How are you doing spiritually? Do you need 
prayers for anything right now? 

We can help one another in this to become 
more spiritually minded. The skill of conversa-
tion steering must be one that we concern our-
selves with, both with fellow Christians and 
with the lost souls we encounter. Start now—
greet the next person you see with something 
spiritual. It’s not as difficult as it seems, and 
with consistency, this habit will help us and 
those we encounter to draw closer to our 
awesome Father each and every day. 

If someone were to stop you in 
mid-sentence at any given point in 
the day, what would you most likely be taking 
about? What fills your conversation? What fills 
your mind? Is it sports? Academics? Relation-
ships? Daily events? God? 

While there is nothing wrong in those first 4 
things by themselves, when our conversation is 
filled with things of this world, our minds will fol-
low. And not only our minds, but the minds of 
those whom we come into contact with through-
out our days. Paul exhorted Timothy to “avoid 
worldly and empty chatter, for it will lead to fur-

ther ungodliness” (2 Timothy 2:16). 

How much of our conversation is merely worldly 
and empty? However, we can do better! Each of 
us has complete control of our speech and of our 
general topics of conversation. It may seem awk-
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Conversation Control 
By Stephen Rouse 

News and Notes 

 Our marriage series with Mark 
Broyles will be completed today. CD’s 

are in the foyer. 

 New Address: Jordan and Missy 

Toombs; 505 Auburn Dr., 36830 

 Let us remember our expectant 
mothers in our prayers: Anne Morton 

and Jana Hall. 

 Mike and Debbie Johnson’s son, 
Matthew, is deployed overseas. Also 
David Golden will be deployed soon. 

Also Tim Morton is in Afghanistan.  

 New Address: Roy and Joy Liu; 
1000 N. Donahue Dr., Apt 16-21; 

Auburn, AL 36832 

  Are you on our e-mail list for the 
Auburn Beacon? Give Larry your email 

address to be added to the list! 

Classes This Week 

Sick 

Fran Snyder  
(Mother of Carla 

Humphrey) 

Lori Holloway Chick Wade 
Sandlyn Fultz 

(Davis Fultz’s 
Sister) 

Gloria Detmer and 
Carol Dickerson 

(Toni Herd’s Sisters) 

Carrie Chavers  
(Friend of Sharon 

Bailey) 

Jared Nixon  
Philip Locke 

(Jeremiah John-
son’s Uncle) 

Amber Moseley
(Herd’s Niece) 

Grandparents of  
Mary Ann Roberts 

Joe Perry 

(Anna Miller’s 
Relative) 

Jerry Sandlin 
(Megan Lee’s 
Grandfather) 

Ed Mort 
(Friend of Sharon 

Bailey) 

Quinton Addison 
(April Jerkins 
Grandfather) 

Erlene Davis 
(Walker Davis’ 

mother) 

Mary Smith 
(Nathan Smith’s 
Grandmother) 

Gerald White  
(Christopher’s and 
Wesley’s Father)  

Dave Brown 
(Friend of the 

Lanier’s)  

Dale Herd 
(William Herd’s 

Uncle) 

Larry Alexander 
(Friend of Phillip 

Box) 

Marty and Aubrey 
Meeks 

(Toni Herd's Neph-
ews) 

Frank Johnson 
(Debbi Coleman’s 

Uncle) 

 
Dale Wilkes 

(William Herd’s 
Uncle) 

Jo Faust Williams 
Manna Jones’ 

friend 

April Birthdays 
1 - Melissa Harrell 
2 - Melanie Smith 
2 - Missy Toombs 
3 - Sharon Bailey 
6 - Maci Guthrie 

6 - Bethany Coulston 
7 - Mike Johnson 

7 - Mary Catherine Burns 
8 - Hanna Owen 
8 - Laura Humphrey 
14 - Kaylee West 
14 - Jesse Roberts 
16 - Carson Fowler 
18 - Spencer Sullivanne 
18 - Taylor Godwin 
20 - April Jerkins 
21 - Timothy Jones 
23– Anna Miller 
24 - Bob Simpson 
25– Elizabeth Mosley 
28 - Lynsey Armstrong 
29 - Lottie Kate Smith 

Sunday 5:15 
Kid’s Class at the 

Building 

Monday 7PM 
Ladies’ Class at 
Kay White’s 

Sunday PM 
College Class at the 
Humphrey’s with 
Mark Broyles 

Thursday 7 PM 
Joshua Study at 
Jillian’s House 

Wednesday 6 PM 
Prayer Meeting at 

the Building 

Check Us Out On the Internet:  Check Us Out On the Internet:  www.aubeacon.comwww.aubeacon.com  

The perceived extremes re-
garding any Bible principle do 
not alter the principle. There 
really are some Biblical princi-
ples that relate to dress. The 
fact that some well-meaning 
people have gone to extremes 
regarding them does not re-
move them. Whether you ad-
mire or disapprove of the veiled 
women among some religious 
groups who cover themselves 
from head to toe or those who 
wear only the plainest possible 
garments of black and white, 
does not change the truth that 
there really is a sort of dress 
code that God imposes upon 
His children. It is sad that 
Christians sometimes suppose 
that the plain garments of the 
Amish and some other groups 
are extreme in one direction 
while seeming not to notice that 
the clothing worn by so many 
around us every day of the 
week is extreme in the other. 
Television and movies may 
very well have become the 

By Tim Nichols 

measures by which some have 
wrongly ascertained the norms, 
not recognizing that these exam-
ples are extremes and often be-
yond the limits imposed by 
God's word. If the lines between 
what is appropriate and what is 
extreme are not always easily 
defined, they exist -- and the 
Christian can certainly find a 
manner of dress that is abso-
lutely within the bounds. There 
may be a "gray area" between 
how far one can lean over the 
side of a high cliff and yet be 
safe -- and how far is too dan-
gerous -- but most of us seem to 

(Continued on page 2) 

SCHEDULE OF 
SERVICES 
Sunday 

Bible Class ………….…9:30 AM 
Worship ………….….10:20 AM 
Evening Worship ….…..... 6:00 PM 

 

Wednesday 
Bible Classes………...…7:00 PM 
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Modest Dress With Propriety and Moderation 

Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good  
works and glorify your Father in heaven. (Matthew 5:16)  

A weekly publication of the University church of Christ in Auburn, Alabama 

Do You Have a Bible Do You Have a Bible 
Question? Question?   

Call (334) 734Call (334) 734--2133 or 2133 or   
EE--mail: mail:   

LarryRouse@aubeacon.comLarryRouse@aubeacon.com  

Thoughts to Ponder 

The girl who chooses to be 
modest chooses to be  
respected.  A boy who is 

honest with himself will admit 
that he likes a girl who is 
modest in speech, conduct, 
and dress.  Modesty is one of 
the great virtues he looks for 
in the girl he hopes to 

marry.  

Ask about our home Bible Ask about our home Bible 
Study Groups!Study Groups!  

Larry Rouse 
Evangelist and Editor 

You might want to picture 
specific people, -- the elderly, 
the young, the brethren, the 
opposite sex.... Are you able to 
foresee any result of wearing 
what you have on that might 
hinder your profession of 

godliness? If so, then it is time to 

change your clothes 



know how to remain on the safe side of 
that line without claiming that we have 
found its exact location. If there is an ex-
treme that might be called "excessive 
modesty" (an oxymoron?) on the one 
hand, there is a more dangerous extreme 
that inspiration calls "the attire of a har-
lot" (Proverbs 7:10). Paul was not just 
giving his opinion when he was inspired to 
write that Christian women ought to 
"adorn themselves in modest apparel, with 
propriety and moderation, ... which is 
proper for women professing godliness, 
with good works" (1 Timothy 2:9-10). He 
was simply telling the truth. Modesty is 
first of all a condition of the heart and it is 
expressed or, conversely, shown not to 
exist by outward behavior and dress 
(Isaiah 3:16-24). The word that Paul used 
means "orderly, well-arranged, decent, 
modest" (Vine's). It is a quality that must 
be possessed and expressed by one who 
would serve as an elder (1 Timothy 3:2 -- 
translated "good behavior" and not con-
nected with apparel in this case). It follows 
that a decent person will wear decent 
clothing and behave decently. The inner 
person will be expressed by what is on the 

outside (1 Peter 3:3-5). 

The word for "propriety" (translated 
"shamefacedness" in the KJV) conveys 
the idea of "a sense of shame, mod-
est..." (Vine's). It is not the idea of awk-
wardness that would cause one to be-
come easily embarrassed without cause. 
It is more a sense of the point at which 
shame is in order and a keeping of one-
self from that which ought to cause shame 
-- in order to remain free from it. 

(Continued from page 1) The word for "moderation" (translated 
"sobriety" in the KJV) "denotes soundness of 
mind... 'sound judgment' practically ex-
presses the meaning...." (Vine's). These 
words obviously impart an obligation upon a 
woman to give careful thought to how her 
dress might complement her good works in 
"professing godliness." 

While there may be some disagreement as 
to the exact point at which the line is crossed 
from acceptable to too tight, too short, too 
much flesh exposed, too flashy, too inviting 
of lustful thoughts... there is plenty of room 
for morally right choices to be made before 
those lines are approached. These principles 
can be followed. Maybe a few suggestions 
will help the process along. 

Before leaving home, look in the mirror and 
ask yourself, "Why am I wearing this?" If 
your self-learned motive seems to violate 
any of these (or other) Bible principles, then 
it is time to change your outfit. 

Look in the mirror and ask, "What will be the 
likely impression that others will have when 
they see me wearing this?" You might want 
to picture specific people, -- the elderly, the 
young, the brethren, the opposite sex.... Are 
you able to foresee any result of wearing 
what you have on that might hinder your pro-
fession of godliness? If so, then it is time to 
change your clothes. In the end, this is not a 
matter of merely avoiding criticism from oth-
ers. It is a matter of really, from the depths of 
your heart, wanting to live a life that will glo-
rify God. "For the Lord takes pleasure in His 
people; He will beautify the humble with sal-

vation" (Psalm 149:4). 
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By Mark Broyles 

resources available to better 
understand their 
spouse.  There are some 
wonderful resources based 
on God’s principles to help us 
understand our spouse’s per-
spective.  Read, attend 
classes, and ask your 
spouse! How much effort are 
you putting forth to really un-
derstand your husband or 
wife? 

Second, we are self-
ish.  Once we know what our spouse truly 
needs we must be willing to devote ourselves 
to fulfilling that need.  Selfishness is the prob-
lem of all mankind including husbands and 
wives.  Jesus taught often, even those who 
were closest to Him, that we must serve others 
rather than seeking to be served ourselves 
(John 13). That is never easy.  I like me. I like 
to be comfortable, satisfied, and ful-
filled.  When I am tired, uncomfortable, aggra-
vated, over stressed, or underappreciated it 
becomes even more difficult to focus on my 
spouse.  When our thoughts are focused on 
what our spouse needs to do to fulfill our needs 
then we have departed from the mindset of 
Christ.  The commands in Ephesians 5 are in-
dependent of one another.  Each of us has the 
same role in marriage. That role is to glorify 
God by devoting ourselves to fulfilling our 
spouse’s needs.  Where would we be if Christ 
was only as focused on serving us as we are 
on serving our spouse?  How hard will you 
work to forget self to fulfill your spouse? 

The key to a happy healthy relationship in mar-
riage is to learn each other’s unique needs 
and strive to meet them to the fullest of your 
potential.   

How do you make a marriage 
work?  Maybe a better ques-
tion would be – how do you 
work to make a mar-
riage?  As with any worth-
while endeavor work is the 
factor that is most vital to 
success.  However, in mar-
riage we often expect suc-
cess with very little effort.  In 
Ephesians 5, Paul instructs 
husbands to love their wives 
and wives to submit to and 
respect their husbands—instructions based on 
the God given needs of both. Easy words but 
frequently complicated concepts and applica-
tions. Two problems seem to be most prevalent 
in causing these needs to remain unmet and 
therefore preventing the marriage from thriving 
the way God intended. 

 First, we are ignorant.  It sounds harsh but it is 
true. Have you ever found yourself either think-
ing or saying, “I never realized you felt that way” 
or “I didn’t know it meant that much to 
you”?  Ignorance of my spouse’s real needs will 
almost certainly mean they will largely go unmet. 
We understand that we are to love our wives 
and to respect our husbands but how exactly do 
we do that? Not only are their needs different 
but also the method of fulfilling those needs.  I 
know what I like, want, and need for fulfill-
ment.  That knowledge comes to me naturally 
with no real effort required, but the needs of my 
spouse are not nearly so easy to under-
stand.  Ignorance may not be easy to admit but 
it is easily corrected.  Whatever I am ignorant 
about only requires that I put forth effort to study 
and learn.  Marriage is no different.  In the semi-
nars we have presented on marriage the last ten 
years one of the most evident truths is the lack 
of real effort of husbands and wives to use the 

The Top Two Hindrances to Making Marriage Work 
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Ignorance of my spouse’s real 
needs will almost certainly 
mean they will largely go 
unmet. We understand that 
we are to love our wives and 
to respect our husbands but 

how exactly do we do that?  


