
shall do unto me'' (Hebrews 13:5). 

Uncertainty: ``For I know whom I 
have believed, and am persuaded that he is 
able to keep that which I have committed unto 
him against that day'' (2 Tim. 1:12). 

Resentment: ``And be ye kind one to another, 
tender­ hearted, forgiving one another, even as 

God for Christ's sake hath forgiven 
you'' (Ephesians 4:32). 

Emptiness: ``But my God shall supply all your 
need according to his riches in glory by Christ 
Jesus'' (Philippians 4:19). 

It is not so much a matter of doing as the old 
song said, ``powder your face with sunshine, put 
on a happy face.'' It is more a matter of 
power your soul with God's help and you'll 
have a happy face! 

In their book The Conquest of Frus-
tration, Maxwell Maltz and Ray-
mond C. Barker list seven facets of frustration that 
produce failure. I am listing them below along with 
a text of scripture that contains an answer to the 
problem. 

Fear: ``There is no fear in love; but perfect love 
cas­teth out fear: because fear hath torment. He 

that feareth is not made perfect in love'' (1 John 
4:18). 

Aggressiveness: ``Be not overcome of evil, but 
over­ come evil with good'' (Romans 12:21). 

Insecurity: ``I can do all things through Christ 
which strengtheneth me'' (Philippians 4:13). 

Loneliness: ``For he hath said, I will never leave 
thee, nor forsake thee. So that we may boldly say, 
The Lord is my helper, and I will not fear what man 
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Seven Faces of Failure 
By John Clark 

News and Notes 

Please pray for the families 
who recently lost these loved 
ones: Sarah Anderson (Auburn 
Student), Lynn Snellgrove, Carl 
Picognia (Birmingham) and Caleb 

George�s grandmother. 

Larry Rouse is in a weekend 

meeting in Piscataway, NJ. 

Let�s remember our expec-
tant mothers: Jana Hall, Laura 

Humphrey and Joy Liu 

Check out our new website 

at www.aubeacon.com  

There will be no special 

classes this week. 

  Let us be sure to recognize 

and greet all visitors! 

James 4:17-18 

But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, 
gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without 

partiality and without hypocrisy. Now the fruit of righteousness 
is sown in peace by those who make peace. 

 

Sick 

 
Jim and Barbara Kicker  Pam Dial  

(Laura Weldon�s Mother)  

Heather  

(Luke Bridges� Cousin)  
Rose Tate 

(Toni Herd�s Cousin)  

 Keith Lee  
(Megan Lee�s Father) 

Dave Bradford, Sr.  

 To have names added to this list  
please call Yvette at 734-2134  

Check Us Out On the Internet:  Check Us Out On the Internet:  www.aubeacon.comwww.aubeacon.com  

Reputation isn't everything.  Char-
acter is much more important.  A 
reputation that is gained without 
character is hypocrisy.  A reputa-
tion that grows out of a good char-
acter is simply giving honor to 
whom honor is due.   

Character is within your power.  
Reputation is a thing over which 
you have little control.  

Character cannot be taken away 
from you by any man.  Reputation 
can be    stolen from you by liars. 

Striving for character is strength.  
Aiming solely at reputation is weak-
ness.  Character endures difficulty. 

Reputation seekers are confused 
when difficulty arises.  Character 
seeks to do what is right. 

Reputation seekers seek to do 
what is acceptable to the most mor-
tals. 

Integrity, honesty, clarity, and honor 
are valued by men and women of 
Character.  Vagueness, indistinct 
communication, and craftiness are 
hallmarks of reputation-seekers. 

The man with character can stand 
alone when duty calls upon him to 
do so.  The reputation seeker will 

By Tim Nichols 

not stand alone under any circum-
stances. 

The man with character tries to 
clearly and honestly speak the truth 
and openly invites others to examine 
it.  The reputation seeker aims at 
acceptance and therefore makes 
vague statements that can be inter-
preted in ways acceptable to the 
hearer. 

The man of character speaks the 
truth as clearly and kindly as he is 
able at all times and under all cir-
cumstances.  The reputation seeker 
speaks the truth with boldness only 
when he is assured that those who 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Volume 1, Issue 4 November 22, 2009 

Thoughts About the Difference Between Character and Reputation 

Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good  
works and glorify your Father in heaven. (Matthew 5:16)  
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Do You Have a Bible Do You Have a Bible 

Question? Question?   

Call (334) 734Call (334) 734--2133 or 2133 or   

EE--mail: mail:   
LarryRouse@aubeacon.comLarryRouse@aubeacon.com  

Thought to Ponder 

The highest reward 
for man's toil is not 
what he gets for it, 

but what he becomes 
by it.  

Ask about our home Bible Ask about our home Bible 

Study Groups!Study Groups!  

Larry Rouse 
Evangelist and Editor 

Work to become a man or woman 
of character.  Begin on the inside.  

The outside will follow.  Those who 
love truth and right, though they be 

few, will love you.  God will love 
and reward you.  When you look in 

the mirror you will be able to 
approve of what you see.  The 

transient applause of  men cannot 
match the authentic approval of 

heaven or that of your own 

conscience.  
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are significant to him will applaud. 

The man of character is often out in front, re-
gardless of  who is following.  The reputation 
seeker cannot lead the way because he cannot 
move in any direction until he is assured that 
the army is already headed that way. 

The reputation seeker is confused by the man 
of character.  He tends to assume that all men 
are motivated as he is and he attempts to ma-
nipulate others by dangling before them the 
golden carrot of approval and by goading them 
on with the spear of disapproval.  His argu-
ments are often shallow and when he cannot 
convince others with reasonable discussion he 
attempts to intimidate with threats of harming 
the reputation of the man of character.  He is 
shocked, perturbed, and disgusted when his 
petty attempts at coercion are ignored by the 
one who is examining his own heart and his 
own Bible rather than opinion polls. 

The godly man of character has a genuine light 
that shines for all the world to see.  When right-
thinking men see it they glorify God (Matthew 
5:16).  The reputation seeker has no real light, 
but he works very hard at giving the impression 
that he does.  His artificial light changes color 
as it radiates in different directions.  It is ad-
justed so that men who see it will glorify him. 

Sometimes men of character deservedly own a 
fine reputation among men.  This is desirable 
above great physical wealth (Proverbs 22:1).  
But a fine reputation is not to be desired above 
character.  False teachers have always enjoyed 
fine reputations among some segment of the 
people (Luke 6:26).  They, along with other 
hypocrites of their stripe, have traded character 
for reputation and have received the only re-
ward they will ever see (Matthew 6:1-21).  Only 
a man of character can "rejoice and be exceed-
ingly glad" when he is wrongly persecuted and 
when men say all kinds of evil against him 
falsely because of his practice of Christianity 
(Matthew 5:10-12).  The reputation seeker will 
fall apart at such times. 

(Continued from page 1) Only the man of character can truly teach and 
practice the truth without partiality (1 Timothy 
5:21, James 3:17).  He is not moved by the poten-
tial influence of his hearers upon the opinions of 
others.  He does not challenge the sins of those 
without influence while ignoring those of opinion 
leaders.  All are treated equally by him.  The repu-
tation seeker "pets the big dogs" and kicks the 
helpless ones if doing so will please the "big dogs." 

Reputation seekers tend to, sometimes subtly, 
point at their degrees and awards hanging on the 
walls and suggest that you ought to respect their 
opinions because they have been respected by 
influential men in high places.  Men of character 
point at the Bible and suggest that God's word is 
alone worthy of your trust and that all opinions 
ought to be weighed upon God's scales. 

Men of character are able to say, "I was mistaken" 
when they are able to discover errors in them-
selves.   They clearly defend what they have said 
or done when they are accused of errors that they, 
themselves, cannot detect.  Reputation seekers, 
on the other hand, are quick to say that they have 
been "taken out of context" even when their words 
clearly mean what they appear to mean when 
placed in their context.  Their "clarifications" are 
often very imprecise and unclear.  Since many ap-
proved of them for what they did say they cannot 
retreat from it.  Since some disapprove of what 
they said they cannot directly own it.  Their fence-
straddling seldom wins for them the approval of 
both sides and it often backfires and causes them 
to earn the displeasure of both.  Honesty and con-
sistency go out the window when reputation is the 
goal.  They are obvious and apparent when char-
acter is the objective. 

Work to become a man or woman of character.  
Begin on the inside.  The outside will follow.  
Those who love truth and right, though they be 
few, will love you.  God will love and reward you.  
When you look in the mirror you will be able to ap-
prove of what you see.  The transient applause of  
men cannot match the authentic approval of 
heaven or that of your own conscience.  
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By Bill Hall 

brightness of the light of truth. 
A "thus saith the Lord" ends 
all controversy with him. His 
thinking is reflected in that of 
the Bereans who "were more 
fair-minded than those in 
Thessalonica, in that they... 
searched the Scriptures daily 
to find out whether these 
things were so " (Acts 
17:11). 

Unless the first man changes 
his attitude he is hopeless. 

He is susceptible to all manner of false ideas. 
He cannot come to know God and His truth 
through his own wisdom (1 Corinthians 
1:21). He must throw his own wisdom, intel-
lect, and experience aside; he must become 
poor in spirit, meek before God, mourning, 
hungering and thirsting for righteousness; he 
must bow in submission to the Lord and to 
His word. He must say with Paul, "Oh, the 
depth of the riches both of the wisdom and 
knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His 
judgments and His ways past finding out! For 
who has known the mind of the LORD? Or 
who has become His counselor?'" (Romans 
11:33-34). 

The second man is a blessed and fortunate 
man in-deed, for he will learn the truth that 
will make him free (John 8:32). Unfortu-
nately, he is a rare man in the twentieth cen-
tury. But he does exist�and he can exist 
even in the man who is presently reading this 
article. What a challenge to each of us! After 
all, it is one thing to disagree with a 
preacher, but quite another thing to dis-
agree with Almighty God! 

Two men disagree with the 
preacher. They have both 
been taught that they are not 
just to "swallow" everything 
the preacher says; that they 
are to think for themselves. 
They are to be commended, 
therefore, for their careful 
evaluation of what is taught. 

The key words with the first 
man, however, are, "It 
seems to me." All teaching is 
judged according to his own 
thinking, as to whether or not it makes sense to 
him. 

The key words with the second man are, 
"What does God say about it?" He desires 
truth and knows that truth can only be found in 
God's word (John 17:17). If he disagrees with 
the preacher, he does so because he is con-
vinced the preacher has misused a passage of 
scripture or has failed to consider a scripture 
that might affect his conclusion. He comes with 
an open Bible and an open mind, prepared to 
defend his position or to yield if he sees that it 
is indefensible. 

The first man exalts self. He places too much 
confidence in his own thinking. He may do so 
unconsciously, but in reality he makes his own 
intellect and experience his god. His thinking is 
reflected in the words of Naaman, "Behold, I 
thought," words that would have taken 
Naaman to a leper's grave had it not been for 
the admonition of his servants (2 Kings 5:1-
14). 

The second man exalts God. His confidence is 
in what God says in the scriptures. He recog-
nizes that his own intellect and experience 
fade into nothingness when placed in the 

Two Men Disagree With the Preacher 
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The second man exalts God. 
His confidence is in what God 

says in the scriptures. He 
recognizes that his own 

intellect and experience fade 
into nothingness when placed 
in the brightness of the light 

of truth.  


