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Human wisdom has rejected the Bible as
the word of God and has decided that
man evolved from lower animals, therefore they do not
want to kill animals, but many of the same people have no
respect for human life, therefore advocate unrestricted
abortion. It is really a mixed up world!

Some do not want to wear any article of clothing made of
fur, or any other kind of animal products, use animals for
research or eat meat. According to the doctrine of reincar-
nation, they may be harming a relative!

What does the Bible say about this? First, if it is a sin to
wear animal skins, then God sinned in the garden of Eden,
when he "made tunics of skin" and clothed Adam and Eve
(Gen. 3:21). When Noah came out of the ark, God said
"Every moving thing that lives shall be food for you. | have
given you all things, even as the green herbs. But you shall
not eat flesh with the life, that is, the blood" (Gen. 9:2,3).
God did not know that it was "cruelty to animals" to eat
meat. Paul said that one doctrine of those who departed
from the truth would be "commanding to abstain from foods
which God created to be received with thanksgiving; for it is
sanctified by the word of God and prayer" (1 Tim. 4:4,5).

Sunday Night at 8:30

Monday Night at 7:00

A Mixed Up World

By Frank Jamerson

John Clayton commented: "Is nature cruel?
Do animals possess a sense of self that
makes death a personal tragedy? The evidence sug-
gests that the answer is No! The fact that males will
frequently kill their own offspring and that many forms of

life will eat a member of their group that has died sug-

act...

gests that there are other forces at work. Predation
(preying on other animals) is not a wanton and cruel

"If we recognize that living things are not unevolved

Sept/Oct, 1990).

false!

Special Classes This Week

Wed. Morning at 10:00

men but products of a design which ensures survival of
the species and are programmed to fit the design, we
will be better equipped to manage our world and also
will be able to understand acts in nature that many inter-
pret as blatant unwarranted cruelty” (Does God Exist?

The theory of evolution and the Eastern religion's doc-
trine of reincarnation have influenced us more than most
may realize. When men reject God's revelation,

they get values confused and even reversed. In

short, if vegetarianism is mandatory, the Bible is

Thursday Night at 7:00

College Class will meet at
the Davis Home

Larry Rouse will teach on
“Making Faith Your Own”

Ladies Class will meet at
the Rouse’s Home

Erin Zeanah will teach on

Ruth

Ladies Class will meet at
Anna Miller’s Home

Jim and Barbara Kicker

Pam Dial
(Laura Weldon’s Mother)

Heather
(Luke Bridges’ Cousin)

Frank Hand - (Laura Humphrey’s and
Ryan Hand’s Father)

Rose Tate
(Toni Herd’s Cousin)

Keith Lee
(Megan Lee’s Father)

Dave Bradford, Sr.

Everett Chandler
(Sarah Chandler’s Father)

Blake Whatley
(Hunt’s Neighbor)

To have names added to this list
please call Yvette at 734-2134

Dave Brown

Class will meet at Jillian
Petty’s Apartment

Sheryl Fowler with teach on Continuation of Acts Study

News and Notes

Meeting at the SE church in
Montgomery, Larry Wright speak-

ing, Nov 15-18, M-F at 7 PM
Audio CDs of Today’s Ser-
mon will be immediately available
Let’s remember our expec-

tant mothers: Jana Hall, Laura
Humphrey, Rachel Bradford and

Joy Liu

Check out our new website

at www.aubeacon.com
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Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good
works and glorify your Father in heaven. (Matthew 5:16)
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MIGHTY MEN
n-n-an

Thought to Ponder

A great deal of
talent is lost in this
world for want of a

little courage.

Do You Have a Bible
Question?

Calll(334) 734-2133 or
E-mail:
LarryRouse@aubeacon.com

l SCHEDULE OF
i SERVICES
Sunday
Bible Class ................ 9:30 AM

Worship ............. .10:220 AM

Evening Worship ........... 6:00 PM
Wednesday

Bible Classes...............7:00 PM

Aslc about our home Bible
Study Groups!

Larry Rouse
Evangelist and Editor

David’s Mighty Men
By Larry Rouse

At the end of King David’s life the Holy
Spirit tells us of thirty-seven men. These
thirty-seven were described as “David’s
mighty men” by God Himself (2 Sam
23:8, 39). At the time of David’s death
when these men were recognized, some
of them had passed from this life having
fallen in battle. By making this list God
wanted all of us to know that King David,
described by God Himself as “the man
exalted by the Most High, the man
anointed by the God of Jacob” (2 Sam
23:1), did not accomplish these great
things alone.

Have you ever had a close Christian
friend? | pray that all of you can answer
in the affirmative and that in fact you may
list many names of those who have stood
beside you in the fight for righteousness.
What David found in the support of his
mighty men, other righteous men every-
where have also sought in their service to
God. “As iron sharpens iron, so a man
sharpens the countenance of his

friend” (Proverbs 27:17).

How did these mighty men come to be a
part of the life of David? From the scrip-
tures we learn that it had nothing to do
with social standing, accomplishments or
family. These men came to David having
already been rejected by the world as
misfits and useless. “And everyone who
was in distress, everyone who was in
debt, and everyone who was discon-
tented gathered to him. So he became
captain over them. And there were about
four hundred men with him. (1 Sam
22:2)

€heck Us Out On the Internet:

So then how did they come to seek David?
They likely came to David the way Jona-
than became best friends with him, by see-
ing the power of a living faith in David’s life.
Jonathan first met David after his stand by
faith allowed him to be the instrument used
to slay Goliath and demoralize the armies
of the Philistines. Jonathan saw David with
the severed head of Goliath talking with his
father Saul and the scriptures tell us: “Now
when he had finished speaking to Saul, the
soul of Jonathan was knit to the soul of
David, and Jonathan loved him as his own
soul. (1 Sam 18:1)”

This close association with David, a man of
courage and faith, produced men who in
many ways became like David. God tells
us about the courage and tenacity of these
men. Eleazar attacked when others were
fearful. He fought so hard that his sword
stuck to his hand after the battle! Because
of his courage the entire battle for the Lord
was won. (2 Sam 23:9-10) Shammah, like
Eleazar stood in a field when others fled.
One man against a troop of Philistines was
nothing to a man who by faith knew that
God was with him. Does this not remind
you of David? (2 Sam 23:11-12)

These men displayed a loyalty and love
towards David that went beyond mere obli-
gation. Our God wanted us to know of one
remarkable event involving the mighty men
and David. Hear God’s account: “Then
three of the thirty chief men went down at
harvest time and came to David at the cave
of Adullam. And the troop of Philistines

(Continued on page 2)
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(Continued from page 1)

encamped in the Valley of Rephaim. David was then in
the stronghold, and the garrison of the Philistines was
then in Bethlehem. And David said with longing, “Oh,
that someone would give me a drink of the water from
the well of Bethlehem, which is by the gate!” So the
three mighty men broke through the camp of the Philis-
tines, drew water from the well of Bethlehem that was
by the gate, and took it and brought it to David. Never-
theless he would not drink it, but poured it out to the
LORD. And he said, “Far be it from me, O LORD, that |
should do this! Is this not the blood of the men who
went in jeopardy of their lives?” Therefore he would not
drink it. These things were done by the three mighty
men” (2 Sam 23:13-17)”

When a relationship is based upon the love of God one
does not have to wait upon pressure from men before
they act. Love will always seek what is best for the one
who is loved. All these mighty men needed to do was
hear the desire of David and it immediately became
their desire as well. They fought through the enemy
lines twice just to bring back a drink of water from the
well of David’s childhood. David recognized the pre-
cious gift these men had given and in turn offered it to
the God who gives this kind of love! Remember this
truth from God “Owe no one anything except to love
one another, for he who loves another has fulfilled the
law. (Rom 13:8)”

These mighty men even though possessing strength
and strong wills listened to David and as a result they
subdued their instincts to act against a helpless enemy.
On one occasion Abishai boldly accompanied David
when he went to the camp of Saul and found him and
his guard asleep and helpless. Abishai concluded that
God wanted him to immediately kill Saul. Only one man
could stop him from acting: “Then Abishai said to
David, “God has delivered your enemy into your hand
this day. Now therefore, please, let me strike him at
once with the spear, right to the earth; and | will not
have to strike him a second time!” But David said to
Abishai, “Do not destroy him; for who can stretch out
his hand against the LORD’s anointed, and be guilt-
less?” David said furthermore, “As the LORD lives, the
LorD shall strike him, or his day shall come to die, or
he shall go out to battle and perish. The Lorb forbid
that | should stretch out my hand against the LORD’S
anointed. (1 Sam 26:8-11)"

Unfortunately David’s influence was not with these men
at all times. Under the influence of his older wicked
brother Joab, Abishai lied to, ambushed and then mur-
dered Abner just after David had made peace with him.
What would David do? This was one of his mighty men
who loved him dearly. But David loved God more than

he loved any man. When it came to right and wrong no one
got a free pass! David publicly responded “And | am weak
today, though anointed king; and these men, the sons of
Zeruiah, are too harsh for me. The LorD shall repay the
evildoer according to his wickedness. (2 Sam 3:39)"

We could not complete our examination of these mighty
men without revealing how Satan through the sin of David
led him to commit a great sin against a close friend. The
account of the sin of adultery between David and Bath-
sheba is well known as well as how David was unable to
cover up his sin by having Bathsheba’s husband Uriah the
Hittite recalled from the army so that he might be with his
wife. Uriah refused to enjoy the comforts that his fellow
soldiers in the field could not, so he slept outside rather
than enter his home. David’s cover-up had failed. What
was he to do? David had this faithful servant murdered by
commanding Joab to let him die by withdrawing troops
from him in the heat of battle.

Most of you know the rest of the story but there is one fact
that you may not know. At the end of the list of David’s
mighty men, these men who would give their lives for their
beloved leader, was this name: “Uriah the Hittite” (2 Sam
23:39).

Let no one doubt that David went to heaven and served the
remainder of his life faithful to God. Also, let no one doubt
the terrible consequences of sin. How many have forsaken
their faithful companion who is their mate, or faithful Chris-
tians who would give their lives for another, because of the
temporary allure of sin and then the terrible web of conse-
quences that follow. “® Be sober, be vigilant; because your
adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking
whom he may devour. (1 Peter 5:8)”

Today we are to be Jesus’ mighty men.

1. We are called out of a world that rejects us as useless.
(1 Cor 1:26-29)

2. We are drawn to the life of the one who died for us.

3. We are molded into the image of our mighty leader
whom we closely follow. (Rom 8:29)

4. We are motivated to act not just out of obligation, but out
of love. (2 Cor 8:8-9)

5. We are not afraid to fight for what is right even when
other flee. (Titus 1:9-11)

6. We will fight the efforts of the wicked one to separate us
and destroy us from our faithful leader.

Will you be on God'’s list as a mighty man of Jesus when
you die? Let us seek the association of these kinds of
friends. This is how the path to heaven is paved!

There is no friend like an old friend
Who has shared our morning days,
No greeting like his welcome,
No homage like his praise.
- Oliver Wendell Holmes
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Legalism:The Un-Sin

By Steve Klein

Since the church began, the devil
has concocted any number of
diabolical schemes to ensnare
God's people. One of his most
successful gambits has been the
invention of the pseudo-sin com-
monly called legalism. More peo-
ple consider legalism to be a sin
than consider 7-UP to be a cola,
but they are all mistaken. Legal-
ism is the UN-SIN.

Legalism is defined as "strict,
literal or excessive conformity to
the law or to a religious or moral
code" (Webster's Dictionary). Simply put, a legalist
follows the rules.

| was not there when the devil and his angels dreamed
up this strategy for getting Christians to commit more
sin by convincing them that legalism is a sin. But |
must say that it was a stroke of genius. Just think of it -
- being able to actually convince people that not com-
mitting sin is a sin!

Satan must have noticed that early disciples "continued
steadfastly in the apostles doctrine" (Acts 2:42), and
that they were expected to be "obedient in all things" (2
Corinthians 2:9). At some point however, Satan also
became aware that the apostles and prophets of Christ
were teaching Jewish Christians that they could not
rely on their obedience to the Law of Moses for their
salvation; it would do them no good to strictly follow the
Law of Moses. And that's when Satan hatched his
scheme. He knew that if he could convince Christians
that the apostolic warnings against becoming
"entangled again with a yoke of bondage" (Galatians
5:1) were talking about strictly keeping the commands
of Jesus, then he could get them to stop being con-
cerned with commandment keeping.

This is what has happened. Millions of people today
who call themselves Christians believe that strict obedi-
ence to God is a sin called legalism. They believe that
to be a faithful Christian one must not be too concerned
with actually doing exactly what Jesus said to do. Their
leaders write things like the following:

"Stringently striving to obey Christian rules and

commandment-keeping
Pharisees were not
condemned for keeping God's
commandments too well.

regulations doesn't enable the
Spirit-filled walk; it often kills it" (2
Corinthians 3:6). [Neil Anderson,

The New Testament never Freed
condemns the strict keeping of
the commandments of God. It
always commends it. Even the

hair-splitting, herb-tithing,

From Legalism].

Please note that in the verse
cited by this anti-legalist, the apos-
tle Paul states that God "made us
sufficient as ministers of the new
covenant, not of the letter but of
the Spirit; for the letter kills, but the
Spirit gives life." What is "the let-
ter" in this passage? Is it
"Christian rules and regulations" as
Mr. Anderson states? We don't
have to guess, for Paul tells us in the next verse. The
letter that kills is  called "the ministry of death, written
and engraved on stones” (2 Corinthians 2:7). "The
letter" is plainly the Law of Moses! It was written on
tablets of stone.

Over and over again the apostles of Christ warn that
striving to strictly follow the Law of Moses will lead to
death, not life! But NOWHERE do they state that
strictly following the commands of Christ will do the
same.

The New Testament never condemns the strict keep-
ing of the commandments of God. It always com-
mends it. Even the hair-splitting, herb-tithing, com-
mandment-keeping Pharisees were not condemned
for keeping God's commandments too well. They
were condemned for keeping the small requirements
while leaving off the big ones. Jesus told them that
they should have kept BOTH! "These you ought to
have done, without leaving the others un-

done" (Matthew 23:23).

My friends, those who love God will keep His com-
mandments. "For this is the love of God, that we keep
His commandments. And His commandments are not
burdensome” (1 John 5:3). Those who don't keep
God's commandments, don't really know Him. "Now
by this we know that we know Him, if we keep His
commandments. He who says, "I know Him," and
does not keep His commandments, is a liar, and

the truth is not in him" (1 John 2:3-4).




